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STEWARDSHIP 

January 1, 2006
           
A Renewed Commitment

Matthew 25:14-18

· A steward is a servant that ministers faithfully according to the giftedness that God bestows on one.  On this planet earth, man is the steward for what God is the owner.  For this reason, God bestows different gifts to individuals according to the responsibilities and abilities He has given them.  Therefore I submit to you that God expects man to be a faithful steward to sustain life on this planet earth as a good steward.  In fact, stewardship is a sacred treasure for man to make a renewed commitment into on a daily basis.
· The year 2005 is gone with all its baggage, whether pleasant or unpleasant to us.  The year 2006 has arrived unfolding all potentials and opportunities for each and every one of us to be a faithful steward.  But, first, let me ask you a couple of questions.  How was your stewardship in 2005?  Were you a faithful steward?  Whatever the case, Paul profound advice to all is that if one is to make progress in this life you do not have to understand everything.  But one thing you must do is to forget what is behind and reach forth for what is before you and press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13-14).  Therefore do not allow what happened in 2005 hinder your commitment to stewardship in 2006. 
· The year 2006 is a new beginning with new opportunities to begin anew on a new slate that is not tainted.  What is past is gone forever.  You cannot go back and fix yesterday or yesteryears, but you can make or renew your commitment to be a better steward in 2006.  In this new or renewed commitment, I urge you to be yourself and use the resources that God has bestowed on you to be a great and faithful steward in this year (2006) and the years to come.  My prayer and desire are that this year you will make a renewed commitment to be a faithful steward.  Therefore I appeal to you to renew your stewardship commitment according to your giftedness that is sum up in your SHAPEs (Spiritual gifts, Hearts, Abilities, Personalities, and Experiences), which God has bestowed on you.  Can you imagine what Mt Traveler will become if each member of this local body of Christ makes a commitment to employ their SHAPEs faithfully as stewards in God’s vineyard?  Such a commitment will eliminate and eradicate hindrances to the healthy growth of this local body of Christ!  In fact there will no longer be jealousy and envying of one another but faithfulness and fruitfulness in our service to God and mankind.
· In fact when we employ our giftedness (SHAPEs) faithfully, our fruitfulness is the result of producing several similar, and/or same, giftedness in others.  This process is known as disciplining.  God’s desire is that every Christian becomes a disciple who then in turn makes disciples.  Recall a disciple is a learner or follower.  The word disciple is derived from the word discipline.  So a disciple is one who is disciplined to use his SHAPEs to serve God faithfully and fruitfully.  Therefore at the dawn of this New Year (2006), I appeal to you to renew your commitment to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ employing your giftedness to build His kingdom.
· The text we read today illustrates the principle of commitment or lack of commitment to stewardship.  Three categories of giftedness are used in the text to illustrate that our giftedness (SHAPEs) are not the same.   However, it is expected that your giftedness (SHAPEs) be used to bring profit for the Master and build God’s kingdom by making more disciples. 

· The parable in today’s text illustrates the faithfulness or unfaithfulness, and the fruitfulness or unfruitfulness of servants who have been entrusted with the property of their master.   The text reads, “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.  To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more.  So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money (Matthew 25:14-18).
· Mt. Traveler members allow me to ask you a few questions.  What category are you in this parable?  It does not really matter what you giftedness is.  The question is what are you doing with the SHAPE God has bestowed on you?  Are using your SHAPE to benefit God’s kingdom or are you hiding your giftedness?  Or what hole have you dug to hide your giftedness in you?  Is it jealously, envy, wickedness, immorality, idolatry, adultery, pride, unrighteousness, injustice, unfairness, complacency, or laziness?  Whatever it is that is hindering you from utilizing your SHAPEs to participate fully in God’s kingdom building, I suggest that you repent of such and renew your commitment to being a faithful and fruitful steward.  And what a better time to do so than on this January 1, 2005?  Make this new opportunity yours to begin afresh on a new slate in a New Year.  Therefore begin this 2006 with God by renewing your commitment to be faithful and fruitful as you employ your SHAPEs in kingdom building.  The very first step in this matter is to surrender all to Jesus and He will make all things work together for your good because you love Him and have been called according to His purpose.  You surrender your life to Jesus when you accept Him as your personal Lord and savior.  I assure you that you will not lose anything by surrendering your life to Jesus; in fact you will gain everything!
· If you are here and desire to begin afresh with the Lord, why don’t you make this commitment to become a faithful and fruitful steward of His from this day onward?  And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus and you have been an unfaithful and/or unfruitful steward in His vineyard, but from this day you desire to become faithful and fruitful steward, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, as well continue to be a faithful and fruitful steward, employing your SHAPEs for kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be  “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, or rededicate their lives by renewing their commitment to be faithful and fruitful stewards, or unite with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

STEWARDSHIP 

January 8, 2006
    
  
  Divine Ownership


Matthew 25:14-18

· The issue ownership is quite sensitive and touchy to some of us.  The average man thinks he owns everything he has including his own life.  Therefore he does not think in terms of stewardship with regards to what he possesses.  But we must remember that a steward is a servant who is ministering faithfully according to the giftedness God has bestowed on him in the SHAPEs (Spiritual gifts, Hearts, Abilities, Personalities, and Experiences) he has to serve God fruitfully.
· To help us better understand the concept of stewardship we must go back to the fundamental teachings regarding Judaism’s economic philosophy since we belong to the Judeo-Christian faith.  We must also recall the warning Moses dealt the Jews in Deuteronomy 10:14-19 (NIV) saying “To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt”.  Likewise in Deuteronomy 8:10-19 (NIV), Moses warned, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’ But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed”.  Your power and strength has not produced your wealth for yourself.  

· Everything you have including your life given to you by God.  As such according to Rabbi Meir Tamari, director of Center for Business Ethics in Jerusalem, the concept of Divine Ownership of wealth is the only reliable means whereby greed can be channeled into morality.  This implies that if you understand that God owns everything, including you then all your greed will be channeled into morality.  Similarly, Rabbi Jacob Neusner affirmed that the concept that “God owns the land and that the household holds the land in joint tenancy with God” accounts for the “mixed economics-market and distributive” nature of Judaism.  We can easily assess that the sense of social responsibility associated with and mandated by this teaching that God owns everything including you is radically different from the worship of private property that marks the American culture of capitalism since the ascendancy of conservative politics under Ronald Reagan.  Lowering or eliminating taxes, cutting down on social programs, de-legitimating government, cultivating the celebrity of the rich, all add up to the “haughty and arrogant” attitude that Moses warned against.  Recall Moses warned in Deuteronomy that after God has blessed you with all your possessions and has bestowed on you all good gifts, be careful not to forget His Divine Ownership and say, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me”.

· What is it that God has gifted you in?  Are you bragging about it or do you recognize that it is a gift to you from God to be used in serving Him both faithfully and fruitfully?  Therefore I submit to you that if Mt Traveler is to be effective in ministering by its members as faithful stewards using their giftedness according to their SHAPEs, the first step is to understand the concept of Divine Ownership in stewardship.  And the concept is that God owns everything you have including your life!  Therefore use your giftedness according to your SHAPEs to obey Him faithfully and serve Him fruitfully.  

· To further underscore what we have been trying to articulate to you, let us use our text for the day to illustrate it.  The text begins, “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters” (Psalms 24:1-2, NIV).  The text then goes on to explain the fact that when you understand the Divine Ownership of stewardship, it gives you a renewed commitment to seek God with all your heart, fear Him and live to please Him.  Listen to the rest of the text that read, “ Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  Who may stand in his holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.  He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Savior.   Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God of Jacob.  Selah.  Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory?  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in.  Who is he, this King of glory?  The LORD Almighty — he is the King of glory” (Psalms 24:3-10, NIV).

· Do you realize that God, the King of glory and the Lord Almighty is the Divine Owner of all you have and everything on earth, including your own very life?  If you understand this concept of Divine Ownership it will not be difficult for you to renew your commitment to be a faithful steward of what belongs to God, employing your giftedness according to your SHAPEs and be a fruitful servant.  It all begins with your surrendering of your life and placing yourself in the arms of the Divine Owner of everything.  Don’t you think you will be safe in His hands?  Don’t you think He will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory?  Don’t you think He will protect, lead, guide, feed and care for you?  He will surely do so if you establish a personal relationship with Him.  And you do so by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.

· If you are here and desire to begin afresh with the Lord by asking Him to be your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus and you have been an unfaithful and/or unfruitful steward in His vineyard, but from this day you desire to become a faithful and fruitful steward, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, as well as continue to be a faithful and fruitful steward, employing your SHAPEs for kingdom building, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be  “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior, or rededicate their lives by renewing their commitment to be faithful and fruitful stewards, or unite with this local body of Christ at Mt Traveler?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?

STEWARDSHIP 

January 15, 2006
    
  
  Diversity of Gifts

1Corinthians 12:4-12
· As we reflect on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his contributions to the civil rights movement, we must admit that he was gifted in a unique way and he used his giftedness according to his SHAPEs.  Dr. King was intelligent, bold, eloquent yet non-violent.  His approach to fighting for freedom employed all the giftedness bestowed on him by God.  Thus through non-violence means he employed his giftedness for the purpose of achieving civil rights for the color people.  He was a visionary leader who dreamer big.  He spoke of the fact that he has been to the mountain top and seen the promised land and prophesied that although he not get there with us, we as a people will get there.  Since his brutal death several decades ago, what progress have we made, and as a people have we arrived that “promised land” yet? 

· In real life, each of us is gifted according to the SHAPEs God bestowed on us.  The interesting thing about God is that His gifts differ from one individual to the other yet it is the same God that gives them to each other.  Therefore life is unity in diversity.  The principle of unity and diversity is observed through God’s creation.  Within every species of living things you find variations.  On a bigger picture the animal kingdom is a unit but has various species each according to its kind as created by God.  Similarly, the plant kingdom is a unit, but there are diverse kinds of plants.  God is very creative and loves variation because it removes monotony and boredom.

· The body of Christ is therefore a unit with individuals that differ in their giftedness.  As such there are a variety of gifts among believers according to their SHAPEs.  Today we shall use the text on spiritual gifts to illustrate the fact that although gifts differ, they operate in harmony and unity.  Hence, there is always unity in diversity so long as the Divine owner is in control and not the stewards.  The stewards that have surrendered their all in all to the Divine Owner do understand that their gifts come from God and are to be used in harmony for these gifts to be effective.

· In today’s text if you would take note very carefully, you will discover that the theme of unity in diversity well expressed.  The text indicates that there are different gifts yet they are from the same source.  The unity is expressed as one or same and in the text this concept is repeated seven times as one body, one baptism, one spirit, one faith, one Lord, one God and one hope.  And to those of you who are students of the Scriptures, you know the number seven represents completion or perfection.  Therefore I submit to you that the unity that results from the proper use of the diverse spiritual gifts is perfect ensuring that all things are done decently and in order.  Yet in Christendom today we have allowed the devil to use the diversity of spiritual gifts to be the cause of disunity.  However, I want to suggest to you that there is a perfect (complete) and profound unity in diversity among the body of Christ!  The body is a unit, although it is made of many parts (members) that form the unit body.  Christians, you are individually parts of the only one body of Christ through one baptism by one faith in one God, one Lord and one spirit who gives us one hope for eternity.  This one hope does not disappoint us because God has poured out His love by the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  Hallelujah!
· Thus our text for the day begins, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men” (1Corinthians 12:4-6).  Let me ask you Mt Traveler, according to these verses, what are the diverse gifts for?  It is for service!!  Therefore your unique differing gifts were given to you as a steward is for service since God works through you.  Remember there are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men – implying that it is God that facilitates the working of diverse gifts to work together in unity.  If the Divine Owner  (God) is ignored in the use of these diverse gifts, there is bound to be disunity.  Is it surprising to you then that men lack unity in performing their responsibilities?  As such whatever you do with the gifts God bestows on you, realize it has to be done in spirit and in truth for it to be blessed of God.  And anything that is done in spirit and in truth comes from God.  Also, anything that is facilitated by the Holy Spirit is to be used for the common good.  It is not for self-gratification!

· Now listen to what the rest of our text for the day says: (as I read it , I want you to repeat the phrase “for the common good” whenever I pause.  “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines” (1Corithians 12:7-11, NIV).  

· Finally, the text concludes by reiterating that there is unity in diversity and it reads, “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many” (1Corithians 12:12-14, NIV).

· Since the body has many parts, each with its own functions to keep the body alive, I urge you Mt Traveler that as part of the local body of Christ here, each member must endeavor to fulfill his or her function according to the SHAPEs bestowed on you to keep this local body alive.  And you must understand that the diverse Spiritual gifts are the cornerstone of all your giftedness.  Without the spiritual gifts functioning appropriately, the other gifts that you have will not give you great SHAPEs.  The Spiritual gifts are what modulate and moderate the other gifts that you have to give you great SHAPEs.  Therefore I must urge you not to ignore your spiritual gifts.  Now let me remind you that you cannot receive spiritual gifts if you are not born again.  But if you are born again, you have at least one spiritual gift.  It is these spiritual gifts that aid you in becoming a faithful steward according to your SHAPEs.  When do you get born again?  It is when you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

· Therefore as we conclude this service experience, if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 

STEWARDSHIP 

January 22, 2006
    
  
  Responsibilities

Galatians 2:4-10
· Stewardship is the description of a title for servants that connotes responsibilities as well as accountability with it.  This Sunday we shall focus on the responsibilities of the steward or why a steward has to be responsible in fulfilling the tasks that have been given to them.  If a steward has responsibilities, how can we measure the degree to which these responsibilities are fulfilled?  

· Let us begin with a small story. This story goes: a professor stood before his class of 20 senior biology students and was about to hand out the final exam, then he said, "I want to say that it's been a pleasure teaching you this semester. I know you've all worked extremely hard and many of you have been accepted to medical school to start there after the summer. In order not to mess up anyone’s GPA I have decided that anyone who would like to opt out of the final exam today will receive a "B" for the course."  There was much rejoicing amongst the class as students got up, passed by the professor to thank him and sign out on his offer. As the last taker left the room, the professor looked out over the handful of remaining students and asked, "Any one else? This is your last chance." One final student rose up and took the offer. The professor closed the door and took attendance of the remaining students.  Then he said to the remaining students, "I'm glad to see you believe in yourself.  You all have "A's."  Too often, we're content to settle for our second best. A lot of students would be thrilled to settle for a "B". And most students, I think, would rather get a "B" with little time spent studying, than to make the effort it takes to get an "A".

· Similarly, a lot of us Christians are content to settle for the second best in our spiritual lives.  We are close to God (at least closer than many people we know), but we aren't willing to take the time and effort to have the kind of relationship we know God desires to have with us. The biggest problem with settling for second best is that we miss out on that which is best.  As stewards God has bestowed us with all the SHAPEs that will make us the best in carrying out our responsibilities, but we often rather settle for someone’s responsibilities than ours.  Our giftedness according to our SHAPEs is to make us the best stewards ever, but we fail to use our gifts and choose to be copycats.  Sometimes we even think that we can out-smart God and argue why should we use all our giftedness to serve God while others are doing nothing?  Remember to him whom much is given, much is required.  Your giftedness according to your SHAPEs is meant to aid you in fulfilling your responsibilities.  If you hide or conceal your gifts, you will be unable to fulfill your responsibilities and end up in a life of frustrations.  Any steward that does not use his/her giftedness according to his/her SHAPEs is always frustrated and is likely to act like someone else.  This creates falsehood or hypocrisy in the local body of Christ.  Falsehood is living not according to your responsibilities or tasks associated with your giftedness.  Those living in falsehood are chronic complainers and critics of all that everyone is doing.

· This is what Paul was trying to explain when he wrote the Church in Galatia.  Thus our text for the day reads in part, “Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along also.  I went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who seemed to be leaders for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain.  Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek.  This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you” (Galatians 2:1-5).  The steward who is not faithful in his or her responsibilities will always legalize salvation to works in order to justify himself and prove he is better than you.  But you as a faithful steward must recognize that you primary responsibility is to preach the Gospel.

· Thus Paul continued in our text as follows: “As for those who seemed to be important—whatever they were makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external appearance—those men added nothing to my message.  On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews.  For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.  James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.  All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do” (Galatians 2:6-10).  Just like Paul you must recognize that each of us have their own tasks or responsibilities. These responsibilities are usually associated with our giftedness according to our SHAPEs.   Two responsibilities that are conspicuously clear here are preaching the gospel and remembering to take care of the poor.  And these two responsibilities are somewhat tied together.  The gospel (good news) is for the poor in spirit as well as physically.  No wonder Jesus reminded the disciples at one point in time that “the poor will always be with you”.  The Lord has crossed your paths with the poor so that you can minister to them according to your giftedness.  Tell me how can one accept your gospel if you have not first ministered to them?  First you meet the physical needs of the people, then they can understand or have an ear to understand the gospel that ministers to their spiritual need.  Therefore, I want to suggest to Mt Traveler that for our outreach program to be effective we must employ our giftedness according to our SHAPEs to meet the needs of the people we are trying to reach with the gospel.

· Paul then concluded the text for the day by addressing the issue of hypocrisy that could lead people astray from the faith.  He stressed that we must confront hypocrisy even when it comes from well-respected Christian leaders or else it may lead other Christians astray. Listen to this portion of our text for the day, “When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.  Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.  The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.  When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, ‘You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?’” (Galatians 2:11-14).  Therefore, I urge you, Mt Traveler members, do not try to make someone what you are not.  Be yourself so that there will be no hypocrisy in you.  In so doing we shall win people through the truth of our gospel.  Your other responsibility is not to be a hypocrite that would cause other to go astray from the faith.

· You may ask, how can I possibly avoid hypocrisy?  Remember you can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. The road to success in fulfilling your responsibilities as a faithful steward is not always straight. Usually, there is a curve called Failure, a loop called Confusion, speed bumps called Friends, ‘Red lights’ called Enemies, caution lights called Family. You will have flats called Jobs. But, if you have a spare called Determination, an engine called Perseverance, insurance called Faith, a driver called Jesus, you will make it to a place called Success.   This is when your accountability as a steward would result into rewards and praise by the Master.  And accountability will be our subject of discussion on next Sunday.
· In the interim as we conclude this worship experience on responsibilities of faithful stewards, there is no way that you can become one unless you have been born again.  You are born again when you accept Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.  If you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
STEWARDSHIP 

January 29, 2006
    
  
  Accountability

Matthew 25:31-46
· Today we conclude our discussion on stewardship with the subject of accountability for the main time because we shall come back to the theme of stewardship again in the future.  A steward is always accountable to the owner for whatever that has been placed in his charge.  On the day of accountability, a steward will receive his rewards or none depending how faithful he has been.
· Let me suggest to you on the onset that vast difference exist between the doctrine of salvation for the lost and the doctrine of rewards.   Every Christian will be saved but not every Christian will receive a reward or rewards.  Salvation is the gift from God (Ephesians 1:8-9).  Rewards are according to the works of the believer, “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done” (Matthew 16:27).  Rewards are called crowns in the New Testament and there are five different crowns as follows:
1. The crown of life (James 1:12, NIV - Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.  Also, Revelation 2:10, NIV – Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.  I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days.  Be faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life).
2. The crown imperishable or the crown that will last forever (1Corinthians 9:24-27, NIV - Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize).
3. The crown of rejoicing (1Thessalonians 2:19-20, NKJV - For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and joy.)

4. The crown of righteousness (2Timothy 4:5-8, NKJV - But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.)

5. The crown of glory (1Peter 5:2-4, NKJV - Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.)

·  These crowns are rewards for your good works after salvation.  Salvation is the foundation that Christ has laid.  Believers are to build on this foundation.  You as a believer have two choices of building materials – eternal materials (gold, silver, precious stones) or temporal materials (wood, hay, straw).  On the day of accountability every stewards’ quality of works will be tested by fire.  If you have built on the foundation of salvation with eternal materials, your works will survive the fire testing and you will receive a reward or rewards.  If your works are burned up, you will suffer loss, but you will be saved, but only, as one escaping through the flames (You can read more details about this testing of your works in 1Corinthians 3:8-15).  But let me assure you that before rewards are handed out to every steward, there has to be an accountability of what you have done with the giftedness God has bestowed on you according to your SHAPEs.
· Thus the text for the day is speaking of a day of accountability.  This text comes after the parable of the ten virgins, of which five were wise and five were foolish.  When the bridegroom tarried, they all fell asleep.  But the wise virgins were prepared with sufficient oil in their lamps, whereas the five foolish ones were unprepared.  The bridegroom in this parable is Jesus.  It may appear His second coming is not coming quick enough.  So believers have fallen asleep.  But He is coming back at an hour not expected for accountability from your stewardship.  Will you be wise enough to be ready with oil in your lamp or will your oil be out?  Still following this parable is another parable about the talents.  Each steward was given talents according to their giftedness.  One was given five talents and he quickly put it to work and gained five more.  Similarly, the one with two talents gained two more. But the one who received one talent foolishly dug the ground and hid his talent.  On the day of accountability the Master rewarded the stewards that were productive with their talents because their productivity was 100% (Are you familiar with the song: “99.9% won’t do?”).  The foolish steward with no productivity received no reward.  Therefore, I submit to you that if you have accepted Jesus Christ and the foundation He has laid you will be saved, but not every saved soul will receive a reward or a crown.   The crowns will be awarded according to your faithful obedience of God’s word and fruitfulness in serving Him.  So always remember that to whom much is given, much is required such that you may not become jealous or envious of another person’s giftedness and fail to use yours. 
· Our text of the day speaks of the judgment of the nations when every living person will be judged according to their works.  It is a day of accountability by the stewards.  This judgment is not the same as the great white throne judgment of Revelation 20:11-15.  A careful comparison of these two judgments will indicate the following:
1. This judgment of the nation will occur when the Son of man comes in His glory, “… then He will sit on the throne of His glory; the great white throne judgment is never called “the throne of His glory”

2. At this judgment, He will judge the living nations (Joel 3:11-16); at the great white throne judgment, He will judge the dead.

3. At this judgment there will be no resurrection of the dead, whereas there will be one in the great white throne judgment.

4. At this judgment the living nations will be judged in His earthly kingdom, whereas in the great white throne judgment God would be judging only the dead and punishing those whose names are not found in the book of life.

5. At this judgment no books will be open, but in the great white throne judgment the books would be opened.

6. At this judgment three classes are judged: the sheep (the saved – Rev. 7:9-17), the goats (the unsaved – 2Thess. 1:7-10) and the tribes (the elect of Israel – Rev. 7:1-8).  At the great white throne, there is only one class: the dead.

7. At this judgment, the King gives the kingdom to those who have eternal life but the unfaithful or unsaved will go to eternal punishment, whereas at the great white throne any of the dead whose name was not found in the book of life would be thrown into the lake of fire. 

· Thus you will be accountable about your stewardship whether you are alive when Christ returns or you are dead.  So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God (Romans 14:12).  

· Whatever the judgment we are referring to or find ourselves in, it will be according to the works we have done.  In today’s text, the judgment and our accountability will be according to what we have done with our giftedness and the way we have treated the least in the society.  Listen to today’s text one more time, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine you did for me.  Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'   They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life" (Matthew 25:31-46, NIV).  And I challenge you, Mt Traveler, that in our outreach ministry we must care for the needs of the less fortunate ones.  We must feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, visit the sick, cloth the naked and visit those in prison.  This is because as long as we meet the needs of the less fortunate of our society we are doing it unto Christ.
· Therefore I submit to you that what you do with Jesus and the giftedness God has bestowed on you will determine what kind of a steward you have been on the day of accountability.  Will you be rewarded or will you be punished.  The judgment call will all be based on what you have done not what someone else has done.  I urge you therefore to be faithful in employing your own giftedness according to your SHAPEs so that you will qualify for rewards or crowns.  But it all starts by building on the right foundation, salvation that Jesus has granted to us freely if we accept Him as Lord and savior.  Secondly we must build on this foundation that Jesus has laid down using precious stones, employing our giftedness according to our SHAPEs.

· And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come and do so right now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you desire to start employing your giftedness as a faithful steward, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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