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Who are we?


Psalms 139:13-18

· We are Africans in Diaspora.  We are Africans away from Africa, just like the American Jews that Jews away from Israel.  The majority of African-Americans are descendants of Africans who were uprooted from their people by force by slave masters.
· African Americans are Africans who are resilient to have survived the dehumanizing of slave masters through brainwashing and deprivation of human rights.  Africans are intelligent people because of the inherent fear of God in them.  Africans have always revered God, although they might have not worshipped Him according to His ways (fairness, justice and righteousness).  Africans and their descendants have always had faith in a Supreme Being (God) and worshipped Him through different mediums like the sun, moon, river, thunder, lightening, etc.  To sum it all, the fear of God gave the Africans in Diaspora inner strength that kept them going and stopped them from annihilation. 
· Africans always belief in prayers such that even during slavery times, they would endeavor to meet and pray to build their faith in God and their inner strength.  At times they met way into the night, forfeiting their sleep sometimes because the slave masters had kept them busy very late into the night.  Such a devotion to God provided them with inner strength to withstand the ill treatment and mistreatments of slave masters.  The sufferings from the hands of slave masters could not stop them from the worship experience as a people no matter how late into the night they would have to do so.
· And so for this first theme of African Americans as to who we are I would like to discuss it under the subheadings:  We are God’s creatures; we adhere to clans; we live as community; we are consumed by our past; and we have a void for or have avoided connection with our roots.
· African Americans are God’s creatures:


Man was created by at the apex of God’s creation for the purpose of His own pleasure.  Man was therefore created to revere and worship God.  In fact God formed you to be part of His family.  The African Americans are therefore God’s creatures; not just any creatures but created specifically to have a relationship with God as any other men created by God.  No wonder the African Americans who are Africans in Diaspora like their brothers and sisters in Africa inherently have the fear of God and desire to worship Him.  Our text for the day wants us to understand that God did not create junk but made us special for specific and special purposes that all culminate in a wonderful praise and worship of Him. Thus the text began, “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that fully well” (Psalm 139:13-14, NIV).  Therefore it is essential for the African Americans to know God had them in mind when He created them.  We must not act like we are the creators.  We are the creatures and must live for His pleasure not ours.  Trying to be in-charge or in-control is attempting to be God.  No wonder some of us have lost our inherent faith in God and worship Him no more or just when we feel like doing so.  We must regain our focus and live to worship God in spirit and truth to bring Him pleasure.

· African Americans adhere to Clans

Also, inherent in the African American is the fact that we have a sense of belonging to a clan and adhere to such dearly.  In fact we believe very strongly in blood relationship that it sometimes hinder our worship of God with other believers.  But we must understand that blood relationship is temporal.  We must develop a paradigm shift to relate most closely with other believers because our relationship with Jesus is eternal.  In fact we must value the eternal relationship to understand that God formed us to be part of His eternal family.  Jesus declared in Matthew 12:49-50, “These are my mother and brothers.  Anyone who does he will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother” (NLT).  African Americans must understand it is great to adhere to a clan but it is more important and better to develop eternal relationship with those who do the will of God. This is because nothing we do is hidden from God.  In fact our very self is not hidden from God.  Thus our text for the day continued, “My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body” (Psalm 139:15-16a, NIV).  Our problem as a people is that we adhere to clans that it betrays our trust of each other.

· African Americans live in communities:

Not only do Africans and African Americans adhere to clans, we are community oriented.  Inherent in the African American is that community oriented living.  You have heard the adage: “It takes a village to raise a child”.  This saying implies that the whole community has to be involved in raising a child.  This community orientation is however fading from the African Americans because of selfishness.  However, it will be even much better if we can work together as a Christian community.  Jesus said if anyone would come after Him, they should deny themselves, take up His cross and follow Him daily (Luke 9:23).  It is profitable for us to translate our sense of belonging to community to that of belonging to Christ’s community because as our text states in Psalm 139:16b, “All the days ordained for me were written in Your Book before one of them came to be” (NIV).

· African Americans are consumed by their past:

African Americans are so much consumed by their past that it hinders them from enjoying the good plan that God has for their lives.  Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give hope and a future” (NIV).  Our past consumes us so much that we forget to focus on God who created us and has a great plan for us.  We must learn to follow Paul’s example of forgetting what is behind and pressing forward to attain the goal of the upward calling (Philippians 3:12-14).  Many of us, African American, are stuck in the slave mentality of our past.  We must understand that everything works together for our good according to God’s plans.  Our text for the day continued, “How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God!  How vast are the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand (Psalm 139:17-18a, NIV).  Our past should never consume us to hold us back from attaining great heights in Him.

· African Americans have a void for or have avoided connection with our roots.

Today many African Americans have a void for or have avoided connection with their roots.  We cannot afford to loss connectivity with our roots.  Have you ever seen a tree that is not connected to its roots?  What is the fate of such a tree?  Our ultimate roots are in Christ.  Jesus said in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear fruit, apart from me you can do nothing” (NIV).  We as a people must therefore retain our connectivity with Christ first then we can be connected to each other as brothers and sisters.  Secondly African Americans need to maintain a connection with Africans in Africa to maintain our connection with our roots.  And so for Mt Traveler to achieve its mission of connecting people through its ministries, it must first be connected to Christ.  Our text for the day concludes by saying, “When I awake, I am still with You” (Psalm 139:18b, NIV) to signify that we must maintain our connectivity with Christ always.  Therefore I ask you this day, do you have a relationship that connects you with Christ such that when you wake up you are still with Him?  

· The way you get connected to God is that you understand you were created for His pleasure.  As such you cannot allow yourself to be consumed by past sins and mistakes.  Rather you need to repent of your sins and accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior to become part of God’s family. And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus and you have been an unfaithful and/or unfruitful, but from this day you desire to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Our Past


1Peter 2:9-10

· What was our past like?  To fully understand who we are as African Americans, we need to first understand our past.  Not that we are to dwell on the past but rather use it as a springboard to catapult us to a better tomorrow.
· The problem with many of African Americans is that they dwell in the past and limbo there that it controls and deprives them of a brighter future.  Now someone may be questioning in his mind, Reverend what else are you going to tell us about our past that we don’t know already?  And another person may be thinking why do you want to dig into my past again when I have buried it up because it is really rotten?  Yet another individual might be thinking my past stings so bad why do you want to bring it up?
· I want to urge you to be patient with me for just a little while.  You see, if you don’t know where you came from, you cannot know where you are going.  Without knowing where you began your journey, and reading your road signs properly and taking note of essential landmarks, it is easy to loss you sense of direction.
· Life is from God and unto God it shall return.  Life is all about learning to know God and how to love because God is love.  For it is impossible to know God without love.  Therefore without knowing God and that life is from Him and that life is all about learning to love, our path to eternity in this life will be fuzzy and unclear. Do you know that everything is temporal except love, which is eternal because love is God?  Thus without knowing your past, your sense of direction would be unclear.  Many African Americans do not know or do not have a connection with their past and therefore do have a sense of direction.  No wonder the scriptures declare that there is a way that seems right to a man but the end thereof is the way of destruction.
· Let me suggest to you that Africans and African Americans have a past that has a mixture of good and bad.  But you must remember that ALL things work together for good to them that love God who have been the called according to His purpose.  Let me continue to suggest to you that Africans who are the roots of African Americans are very industrious people, well skilled in agriculture and other fields, plus God has blessed them with a special pigment (melanin) in their skins that allows them to be outdoors without harm from the sun.  Africans are also blessed with mineral and other natural resources.  Another characteristic of Africans is that they are a community-oriented people who would defend their agricultural land at any cost.  So inter-tribal wars were and are still common.  And in the past, slaves were obtained from such wars and utilized for more labor force or manpower since most agricultural practices then required manual labor.  Those slaves from inter-tribal wars quickly and easily formed a base that white slave masters exploited to enslave our forefathers.  Another factor that slave masters exploited was the friendly nature of Africans that allow them to welcome strangers easily.  So you can see that Africans are inherently God fearing people to follow the unction to welcome strangers as instructed by our Lord.  But slave masters from their roots into slavery uprooted these friendly-Africans, and so the slave trade started.  The American type of slavery was the most diabolical type where the African Americans were treated as no people.
· Our forefathers were dehumanized but for the resilience of Africans and strong faith in God, we survived it all and here we are as African Americans.  We are the descendants of the strongest of the strong, most diligent and resilient people.  Therefore do not accommodate the stereotyping that African Americans are lazy people.  Africans and African Americans inherently are resilient, industrious and diligent.  Therefore never give up to any situation, circumstances or conditions that you may find yourself in.  For instance our forefathers fought hard for our freedom.  After securing our freedom from slavery, our fore-parents who had been deprived of formal education, built schools and Churches with pennies, nickels and dimes.  Our heritage is that we are never a lazy people, we were simply deprived human rights and brainwashed to wait for commands from the white man and carry out only his instructions.  This is what I call the slave mentality.  Just waiting for someone to give you something or command you to do something – never applying yourself and using your initiatives.  When you subscribe to laziness and reduce yourself to nobody you will be treated as nobody.  Do you also recall the scripture that says as a man thinks so he is?  But because of the ill treatment by the slave masters, our people were reduced to no people.
· Thus portions of our text of the day read, “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy (1Peter 2:10, NIV).  Therefore I submit to you that even though our roots have rich heritage, African Americans were and are considered as not a people and no mercy was and is shown to them if they remain ignorant.  The scripture says that my people perish for lack of knowledge.  But thank God because we cannot dwell on the past and on ignorance because we are now the people of God since we have received His mercy.  As such our text of today was explicit when it read, “But now you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God that you declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” (1Peter 2:9, NIV).
· Do you now understand why our forefathers spent all their pennies, nickels and dimes to build schools and churches?  It was to learn more about God and gain the knowledge of the truth.  This is because our fore-parents understood when God declared, “my people perish for lack of knowledge” and that “without a vision the people perish”.  Therefore those of our forefathers who gained knowledge had the vision to fight for freedom from slavery and then the civil rights we now enjoy today.  The vision was to develop our people to have knowledge.  But now that schools are free, many African Americans prefer to continue to live in the slave mentality and so we drop out of schools and continue to act as clowns and fools; fulfilling the stereotyping that has been imposed on us. 
· But the text of the day declares that you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.  Why on earth will the people belonging to God act as clowns and fools to please other folks?  Many of us African Americans do things to please self or other folks rather than to please God, whereas God created us for His own pleasure.  Lack of knowledge is the culprit for many of our derogatory behaviors.  If you know better you will do better.  But many of us have refused to acquire knowledge, especially the knowledge of the truth, talk less of applying it.  Thus we have taken a path that seems right to us, but the end of it is the path of destruction.  
· And so as we close this worship experience, I want to inquire the following:  Are you a chosen people?  Are you a royal priesthood? Recall we said around Christmas time that Jesus was both Priest and King?  You too when you have Jesus and have become part of God family, you are a royal priesthood (implying you are both prince and priest).  Let me continue to inquire.  Are you a holy nation?  Do you as a person belong to God?  If not you can become one by accepting Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.
· If you are here and desire to begin afresh with the Lord by asking Him to be your personal Lord and savior to belong to God and His family, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but have not lived a holy life and as from this day you desire to become faithful and fruitful to God, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, as well as continue to be a faithful and fruitful to God, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to consider any of these three alternatives?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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Our Present


Romans 10:1-4

· We shall attempt in this message to paint the present status of African Americans.  At best we can describe the present status of African Americans as deplorable.  This has come on us partly because of ignorance and partly because we are imbibing a culture that is not ours.

· The so-called concept of independence has fooled many of us at the expense of our rich community oriented culture and heritage.  We no longer care for or about each other.  In fact we work against each other.  We are not pleased about the success of another brother or sister and most of the time we work to ensure that the one trying to succeed fails.

· Apparently, someone has fooled us or brainwashed us to thinking you can make on your own.  So we think we are independent, and only “I, me, and myself” can do it all by myself to succeed.  Some of us are deceived into thinking that we are independent and do not need anyone to achieve anything in life.  What a fallacy! And what a foolish thought!!  If you subscribe to the notion that you are independent and do not need anyone, wait until you get sick, or hungry or old enough that you can’t get around as you used to do.  Also, if all the farmers go on strike for a year, it will quickly tell on your pocket and you will realize that you are dependent on farmers for food.  Likewise if all the grocery stores go on strike, and all the restaurants and fast food places refuse to cook, you will quickly realize you are not independent.  What if all the doctors, lawyers, gas stations, garbage collectors, and trash handlers all go on strike?  What if Alabama power and Alabama gas company (Alagasco) all went on strike?  I think I have established my point that all of us are interdependent.  This is why we cannot afford to allow the community oriented culture of Africans and African Americans died.  We must continue to rally around each other to support each other all the time except for criminal reasons.

· Indeed, no man is an island!  We all depend on each other because that is the way God created man to be.  His word declares that it is not good for man to be alone.  Therefore we cannot afford to loss our community oriented culture and heritage as a people.  We used to eat together as a family.  In fact way back, the community used to eat together.  But with the rat race for the “American dream” we don’t have time to eat together any longer as a family let alone as a community.  When we have “Family Nights” at the church, it is to re-orient us to our loss rich heritage of eating together as a family.  A family that eats together stays together.  Africans and African Americans used to eat together and on such occasions, or just afterwards, stories are shared.  The intelligence of the Africans and African Americans of old were built on such stories as everything was passed from one generation to the other through oral tradition.  Oral tradition is a powerful tool for building memory.  

· The other day I was surfing on the Internet and I found this research finding that “families who tell family stories have kids who are doing better," says Robyn Fivush, a psychology professor at Emory University. In a two-year study of 40 Atlanta families, researchers at Emory's Center for Myth and Ritual in American Life taped and categorized the families' dinner interactions. They interviewed the families' preteen children on details of their family history, such as how their parents met and where their grandparents grew up. The children and parents also completed surveys related to the children's emotional well-being and behavior. The results showed that kids who knew their family history had higher self-esteem and fewer emotional problems, such as depression. Their familiarity with their past and other family members boosted their confidence.
· Another study at Northwestern University recommends telling children stories of parents' or grandparents' hard times that eventually led to growth or success. If children can gain a vicarious connection with a relative through a story, they are more likely to have empathy for family members, build a stronger sense of history, and develop more resiliency in their own lives.  This is why we are going through this series on African Americans because ignorance has overtaken many of us such that we have fallen prey to every trap that have been set for us as a people.
· We talk of independence and freedom, yet injustice is still prevailing everywhere.  Our justice system is corrupt.  For instance one of the few things I observed when I first got to this country twenty-three years ago, that caught my attention, is that when a crime was committed by a color person, his face will be shown on television, otherwise it will not.  Thus the African American is often portrayed to the rest of the world as a vicious criminal to such an extent that some of us have been completely brainwashed never to trust any other African American.  Whereas Africans and African Americans are inherently friendly and God fearing people.  In fact we now trust other peoples more than ourselves just because we have fallen prey to stereotyping.
· Associated with the concept of independence is greed.  The capitalism of America has caused African Americans to forsake their community-oriented culture.  The greed to achieve the American dream of success has caused us to forget our roots and neglect to reach the least among our people.  We distance ourselves from our own people and move to other communities where we think we are secure.  In fact once God blesses us, we are quick to forget where we came from.  The illusion of success blinds our moral eyes and we forget to reach back and bring along or help those brothers or sisters behind.  We quickly develop attitudes and create classes of people with a strong desire only to associate with the rich and famous.  We ignore the poor and the destitute and waste our resources on lavish living.  Typical of such behavior is among those of our brothers and sisters who have suddenly reached financial success through their athletic abilities.  Suddenly, they find themselves in millions of dollars contracts and forget where they came from.  They forget to re-invest back into the community that helped refined their talents and lavish their resources on unbecoming behaviors.  Drugs, alcohol, gambling and prostitution, which used to be taboos in the African Communities, have now become a common place.  So also is prostitution and black on black crimes.
· Another factor that has caused the deplorable status of African Americans is that many of our children are caught up in criminal acts because the want to be like the “Joneses” whereas they are ignorant of how the Joneses got where they are.  Another thing is that our present status as a people is full of rampant sexual promiscuity because we have forsaken our culture and adopted another culture without shame.  Young people as well as adults get involve sexually without first committing to each other in marriage.  The result is that children are having children with no wisdom to raise those children because they are still children.  The adults are not able to curb this behavior because they are not doing any better.  As such having children out of wedlock is no longer a big deal within the African community because we have lost respect for God and for one another.  We are behaving worse than animal because even animals have sexual control.  Usually animals will not mate till they are mature or are on heat.  But many of us are crazy sexually that we even dress to provoke such behavior.  Worse still is that brothers get involve with sisters sexually but do not want to be responsible for the children that come out from such relationship.  As such many African American men are “beat dead dads” and are in jail for that reason.
· The African American male is become more of an endangered species because of criminal records to such an extent that they are either dead, in prison or on drugs.  The African American males think they are cool when they make sisters fight over them.  In fact many African American males are not interested in making commitments of becoming faithful husbands.  Many of the young men enjoy being pimps and our sisters are foolish, ignorant and stupid to encourage such behaviors.  Parents sometimes are at fault because they let the boys get away with wayward behavior whereas being strict on the girls.  Yet it is these same boys that would ruin these girls.  We have to guide both boys and girls to follow the code of conduct of God.  Otherwise our present status as a people will get worse.  And the girls we train and are strict on would not find husbands to marry.
· Yet when it comes to religion, African Americans are very zealous but deny the power that is in the religion.  On Sundays we pack places of worship but on other days of the week we live as heathens.  We allow drugs to infest our neighborhood because we want to get rich quickly.  No sooner do we find the truth of the saying of the Lord Jesus Christ that says: what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul!  Today African Americans have forsaken the diligence, resilience and industriousness inherent of our forefathers. 
· We have forsaken knowledge and the quest for knowledge and wisdom, especially the knowledge of the truth.  Our vision has been obscured by greed, selfishness and waywardness such that many of us are following paths that seem right in our eyes but the end thereof is the path of destruction.  We sit and talk of freedom fighters, freedom from slavery and what the civil rights movement have done for us but forget that the battle is still on.  Lack of knowledge is destroying the African Americans today.

· Thus the text read in part, “Brothers my heart’s desire and prayer to God is that Israel (allow me to substitute African Americans for Israel) may be save” (Romans 10:1, NIV).  It is truly my desire that African Americans would be save!  Why?  The text continued, “For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God but their zeal is not based on knowledge” (Romans 10:2).  We pack churches and do church work rather than the work of the church, then think we are righteous.  We have become ignorant of the righteousness of God.  The text continued, “Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness” (Romans 10:3, NIV).  We as a people have submitted to God’s righteousness.  We try in most cases to legislate our own righteousness by all the dos and don’ts we have in our by-laws and church constitutions.  I just wonder if you have personally subscribed to God righteousness or are you trying to establish yours?  You see the text for the day concludes by saying, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4, NIV).  And this is the good news that I have for you today, that the deplorable state of the African Americans can be changed when we turn back to God and accept the righteousness that is in Christ.  He died that we may become the righteousness of God.  And we become righteous when we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior.

· Therefore as we conclude this worship experience, if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him, you too we invite you to come now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Our Future


Jeremiah 29:11-14

· What is the future of African Americans?  Let me begin by saying that when God created man (including African Americans), He had a future for man in mind.  God recognizes tribes.  This is why God created all the different peoples of the world.  God also had a future for each soul as well as each people created.  And so God has a plan and a future for the African Americans.
· Does this mean that despite the deplorable present status of the African Americans, there is a future?  Yes, because God created everyone with purpose.  And His word declares, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28, NIV).
· Someone might be questioning in his mind, ‘what about the rampant black on black crimes?  What about the suppression and oppression that African Americans are experiencing in the American society today?  And what about the discrimination and injustice that the African Americans face on a daily basis in this American society?  What about the waywardness and greed of the African Americans that is causing them to betray and/or kill each other?
· First you must understand the cause of the present predicament of African Americans.  Our present deplorable status is a result of turning our backs on God.  African Americans have forsaken the rich heritage of our forefathers such as community-oriented culture, diligence, resiliency and industriousness.  African Americans have become accustomed to fulfilling the stereotyping labeled on us.  We have forsaken the inherent God-fearing attribute of the Africans and African Americans who proceeded this generation.  It is time to wake up and forsake the greed culture we have adopted that is not part of the African inherent culture.  It is also high time we returned to the inherent God-fearing attribute of our fore-parents that caused the African and African Americans that preceded us to revere God.
· If there is to be a future for the African Americans, we must begin to love God and love humanity to fulfill all that the laws of God demand.  We must return to loving neighbors as ourselves.  Yes, we must stop being greedy, stop being envious and jealous of each other and realize that God has a plan for everyone He created.  Remember God created you and place you where you are right now for a purpose.  Without knowing this fact as well as knowing God personally and knowing the purpose for which God created you, you would live and conduct business without a purpose.  Then everything you do will obviously be for self-interest and selfish reasons and not for general good of the society.  Selfish ambitions often seem good to man but the end thereof is the way of destruction.  Therefore, I emphatically submit to you that as a people there is a future for African Americans if (and only if) we reject imbibing other people’s cultures and return to the culture of our forefathers which is based on the fear of God and respect for humanity.
· African American young men (and men in general) must stop disrespecting women.  Stop looking at women as sexual objects just to satisfy your desires and start respecting them as spouses, grandmothers, mothers and daughters.  We must stop gratifying casual sexual encounters and begin making commitments to lasting relationships in marriage.  Women should stop disrespecting themselves by being careful how they portray themselves to men.  The way you live and conduct yourselves will draw respect or disrespect from men.  Adults, stop laying bad examples for children.  Stop behaving as children without control.  Children stop having children.  Parents start living as adults and gain your children’s respect.  Children honor and obey your parents in the Lord.  Let us all return to our community-oriented culture where respect is the rule.  Younger African Americans stop disrespecting your elders – it is not your culture!
· If African Americans return to their community-oriented culture, the crimes associated with greed and selfishness such as drug addictions, prostitution, robbery and murder will cease.  If we would get connected to our roots and treasure our rich heritage as a people, our future would be bright.  If not our future will be gloomier than it is today.  We must return to a thirst for knowledge because our people are perishing for lack of knowledge.  With the gain of true knowledge and its appropriate application, African Americans will become wiser in their decision-making, actions and reactions.  Otherwise our future is a disaster because of ignorance and foolishness.
· The best knowledge to acquire is the knowledge of the truth.  The truth causes you to relate with the God who made you and who has a plan for you.  Thus our text for the day began, “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”(Jeremiah 29:11, NIV).  Therefore, I submit to you that God cares enough to have a plan for each of you.  Plans that are for good and not to harm you and plans to give you hope and a future.  Yes, African Americans have hope and a future provided they become God’s partners to carry out God’s good plan for their lives.  God even intends to have great intimate relationships that include great communication and conversations with you.  
·  Thus the text for today continued, “Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.   I will be found by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile" (Jeremiah 29:12-14, NIV).  The ultimate is that God created you for His pleasure and He formed you so you could be part of His family.  In His family the future is bright; otherwise it is gloomy.  We are all God’s creatures but we are not all God’s children and so not every man belongs to God’s family. You become part of God’s family by accepting Jesus as you Lord and savior.
· And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come and do so right now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you been an unfaithful servant and ambassador, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to your Lord now.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God and we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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