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  The Secret to Perfect Peace

Isaiah 26:1-4
· Peace is an attribute that seems to be illusive to mankind.  Every human being continually seeks peace, especially the peace of heart and mind, but apparently it seems unattainable for most people.  Mankind is troubled everywhere.  Even when one thinks there is peace, suddenly trouble strikes.  Our hearts and minds are troubled all the time and man never seems to experience perfect peace.

· However, it is imperative to understand that perfect peace is the attribute of God.  God is perfect peace and so nothing troubles, baffles or rattles Him.  Knowing God and having a personal relationship with Him spells and ensures perfect peace.  He grants perfect peace because that is His attribute.  As such each time man ignores God in his life he lacks perfect peace.  But every time and anytime man acknowledges God in his heart and his mind is focused on God, he enjoys perfect peace.  Therefore perfect peace is the attribute gained when you focus on God and put your trust in Him first at anytime for everything.

· It is impossible for mankind to attain perfect peace on its own apart from God.  Thus there have been many peace-talk initiatives and conferences worldwide without any success of attaining any peace.  We consistently and persistently experience continuous unrest all over the world.  There are wars and rumors of wars, and individuals are just restless and discontent with several affairs in their lives.  There are unrests in homes, unrest in schools, unrest at work and even unrests at churches.  Why?  It is because we have excluded the Lord God in every affair of ours as human beings.  We think we are grown, independent adults that can act based on our wisdom and do not necessary have to depend wholly on God.  We have refused to reason with God and have blatantly continued to reason among ourselves with the exclusion of God.  As a result we are confused, perplexed, frustrated and full of unrest everywhere and every time.  Ignoring and excluding God in our causes us to disobey Him and this is sin.  Sin is the cause of unrest and lack of peace.  No wonder we do not have perfect peace!

· During Isaiah’s time, Israel had ignored and excluded God in their reasoning.  As such they continued to experience more unrest as their sin multiplied.  I tell you the truth: Sin causes unrest and drives away perfect peace.  Each time you sin, your unrest and lack of peace multiply.  In fact the effect of sin in promoting unrest is geometric rather than arithmetic!  For this reason, God is constantly appealing to mankind to come and reason with Him.  Also, recall that during Isaiah’s time, Israel had become a sinful nation, a nation full of bloodshed because they had rebelled against God.  Consequently, God stripped Israel of its peace and many nations invaded and raided them, taking its people into captivity and slavery.  God through His prophet Isaiah had to call His people to reason with Him and to repent of their sin.  If they become obedient their sin problem will be resolved and their peace would be restored to them, otherwise calamity awaits them.  Listen to what the prophet Isaiah wrote in his opening chapter: “The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth!  For the LORD has spoken: "I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner's manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand."   Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption!  They have forsaken the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him.  Why should you be beaten anymore?  Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted.  From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness— only wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with oil.  Your country is desolate, your cities burned with fire; your fields are being stripped by foreigners right before you, laid waste as when overthrown by strangers.  The Daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a field of melons, like a city under siege.  Unless the LORD Almighty had left us some survivors, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.  Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  "The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?" says the LORD.   "I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.  When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts?  Stop bringing meaningless offerings!  Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your evil assemblies.  Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates.  They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen.  Your hands are full of blood; wash and make yourselves clean.  Take your evil deeds out of my sight!  Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.  "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD.  "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword."  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken” (Isaiah 1:1-20).

· When things deteriorate so badly that the Lord hates your festivities, then it is time to get back to Him and reason with Him so as to regain your peace.  Otherwise turmoil, unrest, and calamity will continue to be your portion at a greater magnitude.  Someone may be thinking in his/her mind saying all we have heard so far has nothing to do with perfect peace.  When are you going to tell us the secret of perfect peace because all you have done is diagnosed unrest and it causes.  Well let me submit to you that I have already suggested the secret of perfect peace.  If you did not catch it let me make it plain to you.  When Isaiah made the call to repentance from rebellion it was a call into perfect peace.  But for you to maintain this perfect peace you receive after repenting of your sin(s) by reasoning with the Lord, your mind must stay on obeying God through principles He has provided in His word.  And truly, obedience to God’s principles throughout your life ensures that you have perfect peace.  The only way to understand God’s principles is to reason with Him and know the facts through studying His word.  God’s principles will guide you to discovering and understanding your purpose in life.  Only God can help you to understand and fulfill the purpose for which He created you.  When you fulfill or are fulfilling the purpose for which God created you, deep, tranquil, perfect peace fills your soul.  Otherwise, you are empty, void, dissatisfied, discontented and restless.

· Isaiah understood this very well when he stated that it is the righteous nation and the nation that keep faith that enters the gates of perfect peace. Thus our text reads “In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts.  Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.  You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26:1-4)

· A heart at perfect peace sings praises to God.  It literally worships God.  A heart that reasons always with God and lives by absolutely obeying God’s word faithfully has perfect peace.  And Isaiah 26:3 stated it very clearly that God will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in God.  The prophet Isaiah then concludes the text for the day, “Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26: 4).  

· If you desire to have perfect peace, the secret is to trust the Lord as you reason with Him in His word and then obey it faithfully.  Initially it requires repentance because the Word will convict you of sin, righteousness and judgment.  Then you will need to trust Him by accepting His son Jesus Christ and the finished work of salvation on Calvary.  Christ’s trip to the cross is what provided us with salvation and subsequently perfect peace if we continue to reason with the Lord in His word and obey it faithfully.  The constant assurance that you receive as you walk and talk with Him and reason with Him as His Child provides perfect peace in a world that is full of chaos, unrest, confusion and warring factions.

· Therefore, if you desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we urge you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have rebellious, we urge you to begin reasoning with Him right now.  Why don’t you come back to him so that He can restore to you the joy of your salvation and grant you perfect peace that would enable you to truly worship Him in spirit and truth?  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you would have ever made.  Remain blessed!
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  Beyond Understanding

Philppians:1-9
· Peace is an attribute of God.  Therefore those who truly know Him personally know peace because God gives it to them freely.  Peace is one of every perfect gifts of God that come from above.  Since peace is a gift, you cannot buy it.  Perfect peace is obtained through faithful obedience to the word of God.  When He speaks peace you have to obey it to have peace.  Isaiah would say, God gives perfect peace to them who stay focus on God and trust Him continually.  

· Certainly, Isaiah understood that perfect peace is a gift from God when he wrote: “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26:1-4).  As such children of God know peace and are peacemakers.  This was why Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).  It would not for me then to suggest to you that only God’s children have received this gift of perfect peace.  By the way recall Jesus said to His disciples in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”.

· Let me submit to you therefore that whenever there is no peace, fear prevails and anxiety mounds up.  Anxiety is a killer.  Not only is it detrimental to you growth it also destroys you love, peace, joy and the other components of the fruit of the spirit.  But when you have discovered the secret of perfect peace and have received peace as a gift from God, you will have peace that is beyond understanding.  Your neighbors, friends and foes (enemies) would not understand the deep sense of peace that radiates from within you.  Your circumstances, conditions and situations cannot encroach on this supreme peace that is beyond understanding because it is a special gift from God to whosoever would receive it.  And all attempts to brainwash you through pride and disobedience do not rattle, baffle or disturb this supreme peace that you have received and is imbedded deep within you as a child of God.

· However, Paul found this to be untrue when you mind is not focus on God and you fail to trust Him and have a paradigm shift to trusting self.  This was the case in the church at Philippi where there were problems of pride and disobedience to the word of God.  As such disagreements prevailed and warring factions developed in the Church.  Paul wrote them to remind them to be humble and warned them concerning the danger of pride.  He reminded the church at Philippi that no one (even he Paul) has attended perfection (maturity), but that each one should learn to forget those things behind and press forward to the prize.  Philippians 3:12- 14 reads, “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus”.

· This is a reminder that if we stay focus on Jesus, then the peace we have received from God through Him would remain.  Otherwise, even those who once contended for the faith can lose focus and breed unrest.  Thus our text for the day began, “Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.  Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life” (Philippians 4:1-3) Yes, children of God will experience unrest whenever there is a paradigm shift from focusing on the Lord towards self.  The two sisters here, Euodia and Syntyche, allowed their egos to get in their way and diverted the attention from the good course into disagreement thereby stealing their peace.  Hence Paul had to remind them and the whole church of the essence of the peace which comes as a gift from God when we focus on Him.  Such peace is beyond understanding.  Therefore Christians ought to always rejoice because they have a peace given to them that is beyond understanding.

· Now listen to Paul’s admonitions in our text of the day that provides the secret to maintaining the peace that is beyond understanding, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7).  The peace of God, which is beyond understanding, will definitely reign in your heart and mind if you are prayerful, petitioning and interceding for others, and giving thanks to God for everything rather than being anxious about self-centered ambitions.

· The conclusion to keeping the gift of perfect peace, beyond understanding, is to trust the Lord by focusing your mind on Him.  Thus our text for the concludes, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4:8-9).  Yes, the God of peace will be with you when you focus your mind on Him and you will have the peace that is beyond understanding.

· Peace is the attribute of God given to us freely, not as the world gives.  And we receive this gift when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and savior.  If you reject Him you are condemned already, but if you accept the gift of salvation, you will have eternal life and the peace of God which is beyond understanding will rule in your heart and mind through Christ Jesus.  In actuality, Jesus Christ the only begotten Son of God is this gift of perfect peace.

· Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we urge you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have allowed circumstances, conditions and situations to rob you of your perfect peace, we urge you to come and refocus on Him right now so that your peace may be restored.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God and know Him with a peace that is beyond understanding, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you would have ever made.  Remain blessed!
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Eternal


Isaiah 9:2-7
· The subject of peace is very relevant to our generation as it was and will be for any generation. So far we have attempted to explain the secret perfect peace.  Peace is an attribute of God.  Therefore those who truly know Him personally know peace because God gives it to them freely.  Peace is one of the perfect gifts of God that come from above.  Since peace is a gift, you cannot buy it.  Perfect peace is obtained through faithful obedience to the word of God.  When He speaks peace you have to obey it to have peace. And so perfect peace comes and remains with us when we have had a paradigm shift from self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness.  Isaiah would say God gives perfect peace to them who stay focus on God and trust Him continually. As such he wrote: “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26:1-4).  Perfect peace is a gift and can be received through faith in God by accepting the finished work of Christ on Calvary and making Him your personal Lord and savior.

· We have also discussed that this perfect peace, which is given to us through the process of accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and savior is the peace that is beyond understanding. This kind of peace removes anxiety and keeps our minds focused on God through prayers, supplications and/or petitions, as well as thanksgiving.  Focusing on God this way is truly worship.  And Paul suggested that if we truly worship this way, the peace of God, which is beyond understanding would rule in our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

· Today I desire to submit to you therefore that if you have found this perfect peace that is beyond understanding, it is peace that is eternal.  But why do we lack this perfect peace that is beyond all understanding? The main reason is that mankind is selfish and as such is still walking in darkness.  Darkness causes anxiety and subsequently fear.  Anxiety is a killer and as such no one loves to be in the dark at anytime.  Yet it is ironical that mankind prefers darkness to light.  But let me suggest to you that in the presence of light, there is more calmness and less anxiety.  In fact you are more peaceful in the light because it is the source of all life. As such most people are very active and full of live during the day when there is light; unless you are one of those nocturnal creatures.  Generally, death is associated with darkness and life with light.  Likewise sadness is associated with darkness whereas joy with light.  The Psalmist once said, “Sing to the LORD, you saints of his; praise his holy name.  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:4-5).  

· Therefore I hope you are not only associating morning with the AM of your clocks or watches.  Morning is the light of dawn for everything in your life.  It is the beginning of a new season in your life!  Hence, let this Christmas season that corporate America calls the holiday season become the dawn and beginning of a new season of experiencing and enjoying eternal perfect peace that is beyond understanding.  Let this Christmas season mark the end of your night of darkness, sorrow, sadness and weeping; and ushers in the beginning of light, joy, rejoicing and eternal peace in your life.  How can this be possible?  You can do this by recognizing the light that Jesus Christ brought to mankind since the first Christmas night.  Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace; and of the increase of His government and peace, there is no end.

· As such in our text of the day, Isaiah suggests that the coming of Jesus Christ, the prince of peace brought an end to walking in darkness and the associated evil works of darkness.  Thus our text for the day reads, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, and the rod of their oppressor.  Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:2-7).

·  I am sure glad Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace has come to put and end to the rule of darkness and has ushered in a government with eternal peace in a kingdom established to uphold justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  Won’t you like to be a part of this everlasting kingdom that has Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace as its ruler?  Let me suggest to you that you can be part of this kingdom by accepting Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and savior.  If you reject Him you are condemned already, but if you accept the gift of salvation, you will have eternal life and peace of God beyond understanding ruling in your heart and mind through Christ Jesus.

· Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we urge you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have allowed circumstances, conditions and situations to rob you of your perfect peace, we urge you to come and allow the Prince of Peace restore to you your peace eternally.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God’s love and rule of eternal peace that is beyond understanding, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  At Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you would have ever made.  Remain blessed!
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On Earth and Favor to Man

Luke 2:8-14
· We are still on the subject of peace because it is very relevant today as ever before and will be. Peace is an attribute of God.  It is one of the perfect gifts of God that come from above.  Since peace is a gift, you cannot buy it.  This perfect peace, which is given to us through the process of accepting Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior, is the peace that is beyond understanding and it is eternal. This kind of peace removes anxiety and keeps our minds focused on God through prayers, supplications and/or petitions, as well as thanksgiving.  Focusing on God this way is truly worship.  But what did it take to bring to bring this kind of peace on earth so that men can enjoy this favor that comes as a gift from God?

· Certainly, it cost God His only begotten and beloved Son to bring this kind of peace on earth and restore man’s favor with God.  If you can recall last Sunday’s sermon, we did say that Jesus is the Prince of Peace and as to the increase of His kingdom and peace, there is no end.  Therefore I submit to you that it was on that first Christmas over 2000 years ago when Christ was born that God offered us peace on earth and restored man’s favor with God.

· Therefore the Book of Ephesians, in the second chapter, clearly explained how God in Christ Jesus is our peace.  And so Christmas is actually a celebration of peace on earth.  Unfortunate this peace is lacking at Christmas because we have shifted the focus from Christ to self and generally human beings we have become more hostile and unkind to each other at this time.  However, Paul is clear in this second chapter of Ephesians where he explains that Jesus Christ is our peace because His coming broke the walls of darkness and hostility and replaced them with peace and brotherly affectionate relationship.  His come made it possible for you and me to become members of God’s household to enjoy God’s favor to men.  In fact we become His dwelling place in which God lives by His Spirit.  Hence if God truly dwells in us and we are faithful in obeying His word, then His peace that is beyond understanding will become ours.  Also, if the His Spirit, whom I love to call the Resident Technician, dwells in us won’t we have perfect peace?  Now listen for a moment to what Paul wrote to the Christians at Ephesus concerning Jesus Christ as our peace: “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Ephesians 2:14-22).

· The peace of God came to earth when Jesus Christ was born on earth on that first Christmas morning in Bethlehem of Judea.  He is the perfect gift of God that came from heaven above to bring peace to mankind and create friendship and favor between God and man.  The story of the first Christmas relates and assures us of this fact.  Thus the text for the day begun, “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified” (Luke 2:8-9). On the night that Jesus Christ was born, shepherds were still busy faithfully watching over their flocks by night.  If you can recall we stated on last Sunday that night or darkness creates anxiety and fear.  Let me ask at this juncture, on this Christmas Eve for the Year 2006, what is creating anxiety and fear in you?  Listen, the shepherds were busy at work, faithfully caring for their flock, suddenly an angel to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified.  Are you always faithful in carrying out your responsibilities?  And why were the shepherds terrified?  Light is supposed to bring peace but why were they terrified.  They were afraid of the glory of God instead of darkness – why?  It was because of the belief that anyone who sees God will surely die or the belief that no one who sees God shall live.  And so they were terrified because they thought they were dead or would die!  As such the angel had to calm these shepherds and assured them that he had brought them good news of great joy.  And you know that it is impossible to rejoice unless you have peace already.  Peace usually comes with good news and the presence of light.  Do you remember the scripture say, “For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5)?

· Thus our text for the day continued, “But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-12).   The Light of the world is Jesus Christ who was born on that first Christmas morning.  That Light brought joy to the world.  It also brought peace to the world.  Not only did it bring joy to the world, the heavenly host did also rejoice.  And so our text for the day concluded, “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests’” (Luke 2:13-14).

· The song of praise the angels sung was of God’s glory because the savior of the world had been born. This savior brought peace on earth because He is the Prince of Peace.  His peace is perfect, beyond understanding and eternal.  Along with this peace He brings as a result of the reconciliation between God and man is the favor that He creates to rest on all who will accept Him as their personal Lord and savior.  Another benefit of accepting Jesus as your Lord and savior is that you will be given the right to belong to the household of God.

· Therefore on this Christmas Eve of the Year 2006, you have heard the good news that Jesus reconciles men to God and grants them perfect peace that passes all understanding and lasts eternity.  Don’t you want to enjoy such peace and favor from God?  If you do why don’t you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior?  And we shall not close this wonderful service without giving you an opportunity to accept Jesus as your personal Lord and savior. 

· And so if you desire to accept Jesus Christ (the perfect gift of God to you for this Christmas) as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have allowed circumstances, conditions and situations to rob you of your perfect peace and faithful walk with Him, we urge you to come and allow the Prince of Peace restore your fellowship with Him accompanied with peace eternally.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship and rule of eternal peace that is beyond understanding, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you would have ever made.  Remain blessed!
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Be Still


Mark 4:35-41
· As we wrap up our mini sermon series on Peace, allow me to submit to you that if you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior, He has promised never to leave you or forsake you.  Therefore don’t you ever leave Him or forsake Him.  This is because no matter what circumstances, conditions or situations that you are in right now, He is there in it with you to speak, “Peace be still”.  And every time He says, “Peace be still” there is always peace because He is the Prince of Peace.  Peace is an attribute of God and one of His perfect gifts that come from above.  Since peace is a gift, you cannot buy it.  This perfect peace, which is given to us through the process of accepting Jesus Christ as personal Lord and savior, is the peace that is beyond understanding and it is eternal. This kind of peace removes anxiety and keeps our minds focused on God through prayers, supplications and/or petitions, as well as thanksgiving.  Thus Isaiah would write, “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.  Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal” (Isaiah 26:3-4).  Consequently, Jesus assures His disciples in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”.   This requires faith to remain faithful and just trust God in troubling and stormy situations.

· As long as you live in this troubled world, you will definitely have several storms of life.  I assure you that even Christians will pass through numerous storms of life.  Perhaps in the year 2006, you have been or you are going through a series of storms of life, be assured that no storm comes to stay.  Storms will always come and pass away.  Moreover, as long as you have Jesus with you in your life, He will always speak peace and the storm will be still or cease.  Are you passing through a storm or are you in one right now?  I encourage you to tell Jesus because He is in it with you and I assure you He will speak peace to the storm to be still and sure enough it will obey His voice. 

· Certainly, this message is a message of hope to all who trust Him completely and have accepted Jesus as personal Lord and savior thereby belonging to the household of God.  Therefore, as children of God, be assured that the Lord will never leave you or forsake you.  Isaiah wrote of the Lord’s promise to be with us in every situation thus: “But now, this is what the LORD says — he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze” (Isaiah 43:1-2).  Therefore I submit to you that because by faith you have accepted Jesus Christ, the perfect gift of God from above, you have actually receive perfect eternal peace that is beyond understanding.  Moreover, you have Jesus Christ dwelling in you and He is our peace who has broken every wall of hostility.  As He dwells in you by His Spirit, He keeps calming all the storms of life you encounter by speaking peace, be still to every one of them.

· However, you must bear in mind that the storms of life do come to everyone and at anytime.  Usually people are surprised when they encounter storms of life when they are with the Lord and faithfully serving Him.  But remember that in today’s text, the disciples had been with the Lord Jesus serving and ministering to the multitude all day.  When the evening came, Jesus had instructed the disciples that they should cross to the other side of the Lake of Galilee after the crowd had been dismissed.  The disciples faithfully obey Jesus’ instructions and it was in the middle of the Lake that a fierce storm arose and yet Jesus was calmly asleep.  And our text for the day began, “That day when evening came, he said to his disciples: Let us go over to the other side.   Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, Teacher, don't you care if we drown?” (Mark 4:35-38)

· Have you ever felt like you were drowning in one of those storms of life you had experienced?  What was your reaction?  Were you scared?  Or is it a storm you are experiencing right now?  Are you scared?  Remember Jesus is in the storm with you according to His promises.  Unlike when He was with the disciples asleep in their furious storm, He is never asleep now.  In the text, Jesus was calmly asleep in the storm.  Why?  It was because at that time He was fully man and was very tired after ministering to the multitudes all day.  Moreover, He was calmly asleep because He has authority over the storms.  The storm was so fierce that the disciples thought they were drowning.  They had to wake Jesus from His sound sleep.  What about you?  Are you facing a storm right now or have you ever faced one that you felt you like you were drowning in the storm?  What did you do?  All you needed to do is to tell Jesus because He is with you all the time.  And thank God that as Christians we do not serve a God who sometimes travels or go to sleep and forgets about our needs or us.

· Thus the text for the day continued and concluded, “He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.  He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  They were terrified and asked each other: Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mark 4:39-41).  Here we see that Jesus woke up and took action.  He rebuked the wind and the sea and they obeyed His voice.  All Jesus had to say was, “Hush, Peace be still”.  And immediately nature responded to Him because He created it.  Therefore, I want to suggest to you that each time you are in a storm be calm and just tell it to Jesus because He is in it with you.  Once you tell Him, He will take care of you and the storm as well.  

· When the disciples came to Jesus and woke Him up, they expressed their concern to Him saying, “Don’t you car that we perish?”  Just imagine for a moment, how can you perish when the Master of the storm is with you?  It is impossible!  As such Jesus Christ had to ask the disciples: “Why are you so scared?”  Do you still have faith in me asking you that we cross to the other side?  You have to have faith in Jesus at all times because it is faith in Him that would carry you through each storm of life.  And I don’t know how many storms you have been through the Year 2006 or how many are waiting for you in the Year 2007.  But all I have to say to you is that it is faith in the Lord Jesus, who speaks peace to the storms of life that would see you through these storms.

· Finally, the text concluded that after Jesus had rebuked the storm, the wind ceased and there was great calm.  In other words, whenever Jesus says, “Peace be still” to any storm, the perfect eternal peace that is beyond understanding reigns afterwards.  This is because He is the Prince of Peace.  When great calm returned to the Sea of Galilee in obedience to Jesus, the disciples and the other passengers in the other boats on the Sea of Galilee were terrified and inquired, “Who is this that even the wind and the waves obey Him?”  When you faith in Jesus keeps you calm and peaceful among the storms of life, persons in the same boat with you and those in similar situation are amazed and wonder:  “ How can he/she be so calm?”

· Let me say that the eyewitnesses of Jesus rebuke the storm in our text were terrified because of the notion that any one who sees God would die.  But praise God that Jesus did not come for us to die but that we may have life more abundantly.  By accepting Him the perfect gift from God above for our salvation we have peace eternal that is beyond understanding.  It is indeed through Him who has authority over nature that we have been reconciled to God and have become part of God’s household.  And thank God He dwells in us by His Spirit and speaks, “Peace be still” to the storms of our lives.  It is through Him that we have victory our every storm of life.

· Therefore if you want to enjoy peace and not fear throughout your life, you need to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now. It would be wonderful to begin the New Year, 2007 on tomorrow with the Prince of Peace in your life.  If you have already accepted Jesus Christ into your life but you have allowed circumstances, conditions and situations to rob you of your perfect peace and faithful walk with Him, we urge you to come back to the Prince of Peace so that He can restore your fellowship with Him accompanied with peace eternally.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to experience God’s love, fellowship and rule of eternal peace that is beyond understanding, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the Choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write us at pastorbcdatiri@mttraveler.org?  We will rejoice and be glad with you for this would be the best decision that you would have ever made.  Remain blessed!
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