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Serving



Luke 7:1-10

· The road to creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man demands that serving be include along the way.  A faithful servant always wins the heart of the one he serves and consequently winning his friendship and favor too.  In such instances the one being served always looks out and cares for the one serving.  But before such camaraderie is reached trust, faith, humility, obedience and love would have already been in place and are interplaying in the relationship so developed.  In such a relationship, respect coexists between the one serving and one being served.

· Therefore I want to submit to you upfront that being a servant is great but being a faithful servant is more wonderful.  And, of course, being a faithful servant of the Most High God is even much more marvelous and glorious.  This is because a faithful servant always gains the confidence and love of the one he serves.  Joseph was a faithful servant that Mr. Potiphar entrusted every matter in his house except his wife.  Even when Mrs. Potiphar began to lust after him, Joseph remain faithful because he did not want to sin against God and commit wickedness against man.  You see the sin of lust is wickedness against man.  Joseph remained faithful even though he was imprisoned because of the false accusation of Mrs. Potiphar. “But while Joseph was there in prison, the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.  So the warden put Joseph in charge of those held in prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there.   The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did” (Genesis 39:20b-23, NIV).   And you know what?  From the prison God granted him favor before Pharaoh that Joseph became the second in command in all the land of Egypt.  

· Do you want success in all you do?  Do you desire to be put in charge and be responsible for all in you place of work?  Do you want the Lord to show you kindness and favor in the eyes of those you serve?  Then be a faithful servant!  The faithful servant will always be rewarded.  Such a servant always gains the friendship and favor of God and man.  Unfaithful servants never gain the friendship and favor of God as well as those of man.  Unfaithful servants are always dishonest and disloyal.  Therefore an unfaithful servant always ends up with and/or in punishment.  

· Do you recall the parable of the servants given different talents?  The ones given five and two talents, respectively, each invested their talents and double them, making these servants both faithful and fruitful.  As such they were put in charge of many things as their reward; and asked to come and share in their master’s happiness because they were faithful in a few things.  Whereas the servant who was unfaithful was reprimanded and referred to as a wicked and lazy servant.  He was thrown out as a worthless servant into darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:14-30).  It is imperative then for us to know that serving faithfully creates friendship and favor with God and man.

· Thus the text of today related the story of another faithful servant who had gained the friendship and favor of his master that when he got sick and was about to die, the master went out all the way to find cure for him by seeking the Master Healer, even Jesus Christ.  Hence the text for today began, “When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die.  The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant” (Luke 7:1-3, NIV). 

· Note that the servant was highly valued by his master.  Why?  This is because his faithfulness had created friendship and favor with his master, who had in turn created friendship and favor with the Jewish leaders.  That was why the centurion had confidence to send some elders of the Jews to go and plead his case concerning the healing of his servant with Jesus.  And our text continued, “When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue’.  So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it" (Luke 7:4-8, NIV). 

· This centurion was a man of great faith in the word of God and was willing to obey whatever words Jesus would speak for healing of his servant.  In fact he quoted from Psalm 107:20 that was speaking concerning the Lord, “He sent forth His word and healed them; He rescued them from the grave”.  As such our text concluded, “When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following Him, He said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel’.  Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well” (Luke 7:9-10). 
· I want to suggest to you that imbedded in serving, a faithful servant has the attributes of love, obedience, humility and faith.  Such attributes will always create friendship and favor with God and man.  The Centurion who loved the Jews, was humble, and knew what absolute obedience was and through faith had gained friendship with the Jews who did him favor to request Jesus to heal his servant. He ultimately gained the friendship and favor of Jesus in healing his servant because of his outstanding faith.   The servant gained the friendship and favor of the Centurion because he was a faithful servant. 

· You too can gain the friendship and favor of God and man.  It all begins by establishing a faithful servant relationship with God.  This is a personal relationship that starts with you asking Jesus Christ in faith to be your Lord and savior. And so if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and as from today you desire to make a change and be reconnected to Him, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 

Mt. Traveler Missionary Baptist Church, Waverly, Alabama

Synopses of Sermons Preached by Rev. B. C. Datiri, Pastor

BEULAH #1 Missionary Baptist Church, Notasulga - ANNUAL CHOIR DAY, 2:00 PM 

April 2, 2006

         
  Why Do You Sing?



Psalm 95:1-11

· Why do you sing unto the Lord? Is it to worship God or for you to entertain yourselves?  Worship is an act of adoration of God that often culminates in vocalizing songs of praises in the spirit and in truth.  Entertainment is the expression of feelings and often vocalized in songs but in the flesh to gratify self.  In either way singing is a way of expressing how you feel about self or someone else.  Singing the praises of someone is expressing how good you feel about such a special person.  Usually when you sing the praises of someone, you are telling about his goodness and how special he is to you.  Often you mention the entire positive and good not the awful aspects of the person’s life.

· But why do we sing the praises of God and yet at the same time curse men whom God created in His image?  The apostle James will warn that it is impossible for clean water and brackish water to flow from the same source.  Neither can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear fig.  Then why is it possible for those who call themselves Christians, or children of God, to sing praises to God and yet curse man whom God has created in His image with the same tongue?  I want to suggest three possible answers or reasons:

· They may not truly know God personally

· They may only know about God

· They are just offering lip services

· Therefore let me suggest to you that singing praises in spirit and in truth is the act of worshiping God in songs.  However, I have often heard people say, “In our Church after we have worshiped, then a prayer followed by an offering and another prayer.  Then finally the preacher preaches the sermon”.  This is to imply that only singing praises is worship!  But let me submit to you that everything you do in the house of God is an act of worship.  If we are to worship God in spirit and truth, we must understand that from the moment we enter the house of God or any church gathering, everything we do is an act of worship.  Otherwise we shall fall into the temptation of idolatry. 

· Naturally we worship the person we love.  Thus Christians worship God because He first loved us and gave His only begotten son to pay the price of our sin. This is the main reason why we worship God.  Therefore we worship God because He is loving and kind.  And when we truly fall in love with Him by accepting Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and savior, we truly realize that He is awesome too.  Then in awe of Him we worship Him in spirit and truth.  This is why it is unfortunate when most of the time we do not really worship Him but rather gather ourselves to get entertained.  We sing with our lips, yet our hearts are far from Him.  Another unfortunate thing is that many of the people who sing in the choir do not really know the Lord and so they just sing to entertain the crowd and show case their talents.  This is not worship.  True worship comes from the heart and it engages the spirit, soul, mind and the truth.

· We also worship God because He is Sovereign and Ruler of all things.  God is the creator and supreme ruler who rules with justice.  In fact His ways are just, righteous and fair.  Hence we must sing His praises.  I suggest that when we praise Him, we must do so with thanksgiving and gratitude from our hearts.  For He is worthy of our praise at all times and His praises should continually flow from our lips as well as from our hearts, soul, mind and spirit.

· Thus our text for the day began, “Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.  In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him.  The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land.  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker, for He is our God and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care.  Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah (means quarreling) as you did that day at Massah (means testing) in the desert, where your fathers tested and tried Me, though they had seen what I did. For forty years I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘They are a people whose hearts go astray, and they have not known my ways’.  So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest’” (Psalms 95:1-11, NIV). 

· It is therefore imperative that when we come to worship God, we are NOT to sing to entertain others but from the bottom of your heart sing unto the Lord to worship Him.  And when you sing, let the noise you make be joyful because you are singing praises to the rock of your salvation.  You must extol or praise Him with music and songs!

· Music is great and it soothes the soul too!  All music is good, but any music where the lyrics do not praise the Lord from our spirit, soul, mind and heart amounts to entertainment and not worship.  Our fore-parents knew how to worship because their songs engaged the body, heart, soul, mind and spirit to focus on God and worship Him.  Thus when they song their songs, the songs lifted their faith to trust God to deliver them from whatever the conditions, circumstances and situations they were in.

· Today because we live in the abundance of God’s blessings to us, we have forgotten how to worship.  Our songs are mostly from our lips alone.  The songs do not touch our hearts, minds, souls or spirits to transform us such that we can offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God, which is our reasonable act of worship.  If we truly worship God in spirit and in truth including our worship in giving, the church will not lack a thing and we would not be spending extra afternoons trying to entertain ourselves to raise additional funds to support the church.  If every Church member will truly worship God and bring in their tithes and offerings, the church will not lack a thing.  And instead of having special days to raise support for the church we will be busy doing the work of the church in evangelism, taking care of the sick, the destitute, those in prison and the widows. 

· Let me say two more things and I will sit down.  First, if you do not learn to worship God in songs from your hearts, soul, mind and spirit here on earth, perhaps you will be out of place in heaven.  For only true worshippers inhabit heaven where God inhabits the praise of His people as they worship Him continually in songs.  Secondly, when you are gifted with a good voice to sing, do not allow pride to overtake you.  Otherwise you will end up in hell.  My understanding of the Scriptures is that Lucifer used to be the minister of music who used to lead worship in Heaven.  He was so good in it that he allowed pride to overtake him and he wanted to ascend and be God.  As a result he was cast out of heaven and now Lucifer is commonly known as Satan or the Devil.  His primary business now is to deceive people employing their pride and ego to make them act ugly like him in Church and especially in the choir so that they may end up in hell with him.  Often it appears that most problems and troubles in church start from the choir.  Do you know why?  Because the devil knows that God can truly be praised and worship in songs.

· Again let me ask, why do you sing?  For entertainment or to worship God?  To sing is a command from the Lord because it is an act of worship expressing our adoration of God that culminates in the vocalization of our praises for God, the rock of our salvation, who is a loving, kind and sovereign God.

· I want to ask you personally, do you know Him?  Have you fallen in love with Him to adore and worship Him?  Are you praising Him in songs?  If not you can begin by asking Him to be your personal Lord and savior tonight.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you have gone astray and you are determined as from today to make a change and be reconnected to Christ, you too we invite you to come.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to enjoy and experience every spiritual growth and truly worship God in songs, we invite you to consider uniting with this local body of Christ or any local body represented here tonight and the pastors will be so glad to receive you.  Are there any persons here who want to make any of these commitments today?  If so, why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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The Cost


Isaiah 53:1-12

· Creating friendship and favor with God and man is not possible without a price to pay.  Yes, it is very expensive.  I will be deceiving you if I tell you it will cost you nothing to create friendship and favor with God and man.  
· In fact Jesus would personally warned in Luke 9:23-25 (NIV), “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”  
· Furthermore in explaining the cost of being a disciple, Jesus said, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.  And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  ”Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?  For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-33, NIV). Therefore I submit to you that you must consider the cost otherwise you will fail in your attempt to create friendship and favor with God and man. 

· Likewise, Paul also warned that anyone desiring to live a godly life must suffer persecution.  Creating friendship and favor with God and man is creating relationships with a desire to live a godly live.  As such it may cost you sufferings, humiliation, being despised and not being esteemed highly.  You may be wounded or bruised at times in your attempt to create friendship and favor with God and man.  Your ego may be busted and your pride may be deflated but you must realize that it is for a worthy cause.  You may be regarded as “a nobody” and treated like dung but that is the price you pay in creating friendship and favor with God and man.

· No matter the price (cost) for creating friendship and favor with God and man, it is nothing compared to the prize (reward) afterwards!  Yes, it is expensive to create friendship and favor with God and man, but the benefits are so rewarding that a price tag cannot be placed on it.  No wonder people tend to rarely belief that it is possible to create friendship and favor with God and man, and so do not believe our message.
· Thus the text for the day began, “Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire Him.  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not (Isaiah 53:1-3, NIV).  In reconciling man with God Jesus Christ humbled Himself to take the form of human flesh.  He grew up unrecognized by most people as to who He truly was.  No wonder He grew up wretched in terms of worldly standards.  As such He was despised and rejected by men.  He was a man of sorrows and familiar with sufferings.  Yes, today being Palm Sunday you will probably hear many sermons on His triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Yes, the crowd might have sung, “Hosanna!” at that moment, but that same crowd in a few days would be found to be chorusing “Crucify Him!”  However, I want us to focus today on the price He paid such that we may be reconciled to God and for Him to create friendship and favor with God and man.  The price He paid to gain our freedom was quite expensive.  It cost Him His very life to pay for our sins!

· Thus our text continued, “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by His wounds, we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her Shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  And who can speak of his descendants?  For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.   Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand” (Isaiah 53:4-10, NIV).   You might be asking why did God allow Jesus to go through all these?  It was the price required to reconcile man to God, so that man can be a friend of God again and enjoy His favor. 

· But this price was nothing to be compared with the prize to be received.  Thus our text for the day concludes, “After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.  Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.  For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:11-12, NIV).
· Each time you sacrifice for the salvation of sinners to create friendship with God and man, there is a great reward awaiting you in heaven.  You will be given a portion with the great and you will divide the spoils with the strong.  However, it is impossible for you to do the work of reconciliation without first being reconciled to God.  Accepting Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior can reconcile you to God when you accept His provisions.
· If you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior to reconciled to God and become His friend and enjoy His favor, we invite you to come now.  If you have already said yes to Jesus but you are living a disobedient life and now you desire to become faithful and fruitful to God, we invite you to come also.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home where you can continue to create friendship and favor with God and man, and remaining faithful and fruitful to God, we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler and unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, our purpose is to become faithful in obeying God and fruitful in serving Him.  Our vision is to become passionate for God and compassionate to mankind.  And our mission is to be “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Are there any persons here today who want to consider any of these three alternatives?  If so, why don’t you come as the Praise Team leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet why don’t you pray asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org?
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Reconciliation

         Romans 5:1-11

· Reconciliation is the term used to describe the act of bringing into friendship parties that were at enmity with each other.  Reconciliation involves the process of redemption whereby those already held hostage by the enemy are bought back and become your friends again.  Therefore I submit to you that creating friendship and favor with God and man is an act of reconciliation.

· First one has to understand his state or predicament before he can seek reconciliation.  The human race has to understand that it has sinned against God thereby creating hostility in its relationship with God.  Otherwise the hostility grows much more intense as sin increases.  And of course, we all know from the Scriptures that the wages of sin is death.  

· The Scriptures declare that “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  The implication is that none is righteous, not even one.  Consequently we became enemies of God because of our sin and continuous desire to sin.  For the soul which sins, must die because sin cannot inherit the Kingdom of God that is meant for the righteous.  Consequently the human race was bound for destruction if there was no intermediary or mediator to reconcile us to God.

· God in His mercies volunteered His Son to be the mediator to reconcile us to Him.  The reconciliation process demanded that the mediator become the sacrificial lamb to die so that we can be redeemed and reconciled to God.  Once redeemed those who we once enemies of God and guilty to die because of sin are now declared righteous.  This implies you have been declared “Not guilty”.  It means you have been justified.  Justification can only be attained through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ, which was concluded on Calvary by the only mediator between God and man.  Anyone justified by this mediator has peace with God because the mediator has reconciled you with Him.  And anyone who has been reconciled with God has received His favor of salvation and has become His friend. 
· Thus our text for the day begins, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:1-5, NIV). 

· Note that once we have been justified we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we rejoice in our sufferings.  Why?  This is because suffering is an intense level of fellowship that creates an intense level of friendship and favor with one another and with God.  Rick Warren in his book, the Purpose Driven Life, describes three levels of fellowship.  The simplest levels of fellowship are the fellowship of sharing and fellowship of studying God’s Word together.  A deeper level is the fellowship of serving, as when we minister together on mission trips, mercy projects or evangelism.  The deepest level, most intense level is the fellowship of suffering.  No wonder Paul exclaimed, “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead!” (Philippians 3:10-11, NIV).

· So we rejoice in our sufferings as Christians because they are indicative of our deepest, most intense fellowship with the Lord and with each other.  Where can that happen except where friendship and favor with God and man has been created?  We also rejoice in our sufferings because suffering produces perseverance and perseverance character, and character hope; the hope that does not disappoint us because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. And so we now enjoy God’s friendship and favor because we have been reconciled to Him and justified by the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary.
· Thus our text for the day continued, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8, NIV).  What Christ did was very unusual.  Righteous people will stand up for righteous people.  However, Christ did not die on the cross for His own sins but ours.  And if Christ died and did not rise from the dead our faith could have been useless and we would have been the most hopeless and miserable kind of people.  But thank God that He arose from the dead on the third day.  His resurrection spells freedom and justification for us.  It also brought reconciliation, friendship and favor with God.  This is why we are celebrating His resurrection today! Hallelujah!!

· Then our text for the day concluded, “Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through Him!  For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” (Romans 5:9-11).  And because Jesus lives, I can face tomorrow full of confidence that it shall be well with me.  I know this because I have been reconciled with Him and now I am His friend.  You too can be reconciled to God and gain His friendship and favor and that of fellow believers if you accept the finished work salvation that Jesus Christ did for you at Calvary.

· Therefore if you desire to accept Jesus as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you had strayed from Him and now desire to come back to Him and be reconciled with Him, you too we invite you to come.  Perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship and fellowship to please God.  Also, we urge to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you to pray and ask Jesus Christ, the author of salvation, the one who reconciles us to God, to be your Lord and savior, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Invitation


Isaiah 55:1-13
· God understands our plight and constant struggles to find true friendly relationships.  This is why the Scriptures are filled with invitations from Him to relate with us and be along side with us so that we can enjoy His friendship and favor.  Therefore, I am suggesting that creating friendship and favor with God and man is initiated by first accepting the invitation that God offers.  Forefront is the invitation that God gives to man to reason with Him.  Isaiah 1:18-20 declares, “Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD.  "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.   Note that this invitation to reason with God has conditions and consequences for actions taken as spelled out in verses 19 and 20 of this first Chapter of Isaiah. 

· Another popular invitation relevant for our consideration is the one given by Jesus Christ in Matthew 11:28-30.  It reads, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light".  The invitation here is filled with persuasion, promises and provisions that there is peace in having a relationship with Jesus Christ to enjoy friendship and favor with God and man.

· A similar invitation with persuasions, promises, and provisions for relating with God to have peace and joy is presented in our text for the day.  Thus our text begins, "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.   Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; hear me that your soul may live.  I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.   See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.   Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor" (Isaiah 55:1-5, NIV). 

· This invitation to a relationship with God demands that we seek Him timely, forsake our wicked ways and turn to the Lord and receive His mercies as He freely pardons.  Thus our text continued, “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.   Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:6-9, NIV).

· Our text then continue to suggest that God always fulfills His promises and every word spoken by Him does not return void to Him but will accomplish what He desires and achieve the purpose for which He sends it.   Thus the text for the day continues, “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10-11, NIV). 

· Finally our text for the day concludes with the fact that the reward for accepting the invitation from God to relate with Him and enjoy His friendship and favor; and which always results into joy, peace and restoration of blessings that had been lost because of refusal to reason with Him.  For lack of words to express the joy and peace that results Isaiah in this concluding section of this Chapter 55, uses a lot of personification and anthromorphism. Now listen to the conclusion from the text for the day, “You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.  This will be for the LORD's renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed" (Isaiah 55:12-13, NIV). 

· So as we conclude this worship experience, what a better way to create friendship and favor with God and man – than to accept His invitation!   You can have joy, peace and have your blessings restored by accepting His invitation into a relation of friendship and favor as you ask Jesus Christ be your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come and do so right now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have gone astray and lost your blessings but desire to be restored, you too we invite you to come and be reconciled to your Lord now.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home; we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God.  Also, we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior and be reconciled to God, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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Your Choice


Proverbs 8:32-38
· As we conclude the series on creating friendship and favor with God and man, and after listening to what God has taught us throughout this series, it is appropriate to challenge us to make a choice. And after discussing the focus on the invitations that God offers us to relate with Him thereby opening opportunities for us to create friendship and favor with Him and man, we are left with but one option: to make a choice.

· Daily we are faced with opportunities to create friendship or enmity with God and man.  Wisdom will teach that it is better to create friendship and favor with God and man than enmity.  The choices you make daily add up and amount to creating and building friendship and favor with God and man or enmity with God and man.  Choosing to be worldly in your affairs makes you an enemy of God.  No wonder James warns in James 4:4-6a, “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit He caused to live in us envies intensely?  But He gives us more grace”.  Friendship with the world is falling in love with sin.  When you fall in love with sin, all you do is practice sin.  This makes you an enemy of God because sin is rebellion against God’s precepts and commands and choosing to serve other gods. 

· This is the reason why Joshua challenged the Israelites to choose whom they will serve, but as for him and his household they will serve the Lord.  After Joshua had shared concerning the deliverance of Israel from Egypt, the protection and provision God gave Israel in the wilderness, he then challenged the Israelites to make a choice between the Lord and other gods. His challenge and the Israelites response read “Now fear the LORD and serve Him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD" Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods!  It was the LORD our God Himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God" (Joshua 24:14-18, NIV). 

· For several weeks we have discussed the subject of creating friendship and favor with God and man, now we are at the crossroads of decision.  So I am challenging you to choose God and live, otherwise if you choose sin and its pleasures, you will surely perish.  When you choose to love God you will enter into His friendship and favor and that of man as well, otherwise you will become an enemy of God and your relationship with man would be poor also.  Those who choose to love sin and worldly pleasures are enemies of God and have chosen to love death rather than life.

· Thus our text for the day began, “Now then, my sons, listen to Me; blessed are those who keep My ways.  Listen to My instruction and be wise; do not ignore it” (Proverbs 8:32-33, NIV).  God desires that as His children we listen to Him and follow or keep His ways so that we would be blessed.  Recall from last Sunday’s focus, the invitation is for us to establish a loving relationship with Him that brings us peace, joy and gladness of heart.  To be blessed is to be happy.  And if we are ever going to be happy in Jesus, as the songwriter says, we must trust and obey Him.

· Thus our text for the day continued, “Blessed is the man who listens to Me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway.  For whoever finds Me finds life and receives favor from the LORD” (Proverb 8:34-35, NIV).  In creating friendship and favor with God and man, the ultimate goal is to find or discover your life’s purpose.  Once you discover your purpose in life, life is fulfilling and you are full of joy, peace, love, hope and assurance that all is well as long as you have Jesus.  Why?  Because when you discover your life’s purpose in Christ and live to fulfill it, you will enjoy God’s friendship and favor which ultimate extends to having friendship and favor with man.  You discover your purpose in life by accepting God’s provision for you to live this life by making Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior.  When you find Jesus and you trust Him and you are obedient to His word, you have truly found what life is all about.  Otherwise you are heading to destruction.

· As such our text for today concludes, “But whoever fails to find Me harms himself; all who hate me love death” (Proverb 8:36, NIV). If you fail to acknowledge Jesus Christ and live by faith, trusting and obeying His word you will not find Him or love Him.  If this happens, you are actually harming yourself because all who do not love Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior hate Him and love death instead.    

· Therefore the choice is yours!  So as we conclude this worship experience, what a better way to choose than to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior and start to create friendship and favor with God and man!   You will definitely find the purpose of your life and have joy, peace, love, and hope if you accept His invitation into a relation of friendship and favor as you ask Jesus Christ to be your personal Lord and savior.  And so if you are here and desire to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior for the first time, we invite you to come and do so right now.  If you had already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior but you have gone astray, it is your choice to get restored in Him.  However, we are inviting you to come and be reconciled to your Lord now.  And perhaps you are new in the area or have been searching for a Church home; we invite you to consider Mt. Traveler as a place to continue your worship to please God.  Also, we urge you to unite with this local body of Christ.  For at Mt Traveler, we are “a Caring Church with Ministries, Changing Lives, Connecting People, and Creating Friendship and Favor with God and Man”.  Why don’t you come as the choir leads us in a song?  And if you are reading this synopsis on the Internet we urge you pray to ask Jesus Christ to be your Lord and savior and be reconciled to God, then write and tell us at pastordatiri@mttraveler.org? 
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